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other districts. In the northern end of the belt gold veins,
telluride veins, and tungsten veins are found, probably repre-
senting a higher zone of deposition than that of the lead-zinc
deposits occurring farther south.
The Aspen district, in Pitkin County [71] [72], ranks, after
Leadville, as the second largest producer of lead ore in Colorado.
It came into prominence in 1884, with the discovery of veins
carrying rich silver sulphides, and was at first essentially a
silver camp, but the mining declined in 1893 with a drop in
the price of that metal. Subsequently lead ore became
important, while in recent years the production of blende
has increased. The deposits chiefly follow faults in the Car-
boniferous limestone, which the ore has replaced. In addi-
tion to the veins carrying galena and blende there are others
containing barytes.
In 1917 the production of lead concentrate was 74,389 tons.
The ore mined carried 9-10 per cent, lead and 3 oz. of silver
to the ton, present mainly as polybasite.
The deposits of the Monarch and Chalk Creek districts, in
Chaffee County, formerly yielded large quantities of carbonate
ore, but at present the product is mainly a mixed ore consist-
ing of blende, galena, pyrite and chalcopyrite. The lead
concentrate produced in 1914 amounted to about 1,000 tons.
In the Silver Cliff district, in Custer County [73], deposits
containing galena, blende, tetrahedrite, argentite, etc., in a
gangue of calcite, barytes and quartz, occur at the contact
between rhyolitic tuff and Pre-Cambrian gneiss. In the
Geyser Mine the ore-body has been worked to a depth of over
2,000 ft.
The San Juan region in South-west Colorado, though per-
haps best known for its yield of gold and silver, is also the
site of important lead and zinc deposits. The chief mining is
located in the districts of Telluride, Ouray, Silverton, Lake
City, Rico, Needle Mountains, La Plata and Creede. There
is an extensive literature relating to these deposits, and the
region includes many well-known mines, such as the Enter-
prise [74], the Camp Bird [75], noted more especially for its
gold values though some lead is recovered, and others.
The region is composed largely of a thick mass of Tertiary